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2023 National CCAA First-Year Scholarship Recipients

The National CCAA First-Year Scholarship is awarded to college-bound high school seniors from various geographic
regions who will attend one of the National CCAA member institutions in the fall. For Fall 2023, the National CCAA
awarded 16 one-time $1,000 awards. This year's scholarship recipients hail from across the United States, Canada,
and Panama.

We asked each scholarship winner a few questions to learn more about them. Here are their responses to those
questions:

Name: Annika Zavalla

School: Villanova University
Hometown: Edison, NJ

Major: Finance and Business Analytics

A 2023 graduate of St. Thomas Aquinas High School, Alyssa will attend Villanova University. Many factors
played a part in her decision to enroll. She shared, "I fell in love with the opportunities that Villanova's
Business program offers through the rigorous courses, supportive faculty, and study abroad opportunities
along with the close knit community that is proud to be a Wildcat."

As a student at Villanova University, Annika will major in Finance and Business Analytics with plans to
pursue a career at an investment bank.

We asked Annika:

Why did you choose to attend a Catholic college/university?
| grew up in a Catholic family and dived into my faith more recently during my senior year and realized
that | like the ideals and values that Catholic universities offer.

What aspect of your college/university are you most excited about?
| am most excited to be in a new environment and meet new people that will challenge and support my
academic pursuits.

What is one fun fact about you?
My favorite sports team are the NY Yankees.



Name: Bennett Ronayne
School: Saint Anselm College
Hometown: Arlington, MA
Major: Engineering Physics

A 2023 graduate of Boston College High School, Bennett will attend Saint Anselm College. He shared that
he ultimately chose Saint Anselm "I chose Saint Anselm College because of the strong faith which lives on
campus through the abbey, the staff, and the students. Throughout the application process, | recognized
that while academics are very important, it was most important to place myself at a campus which will
bring me into deeper faith and help me discern my vocation. After visits and discussions with alumni, staff,
and students, | decided Saint Anselm is the ideal location for me."

Bennett will pursue an Engineering Physics major at Saint Anselm. After graduation, he hopes to combine
"my passion of helping the vulnerable and working with my hands through engineering low income
housing."

We asked Bennett:

Why did you choose to attend a Catholic college/university?

| chose to attend a Catholic college because of my growing relationship with Catholicism throughout high
school. From freshman year on, | found my faith to be the most important and most fulfilling part of my
life. In college, | hope to continue to grow in my faith and find more experiences which bring me closer to
God.

What aspect of your college/university are you most excited about?
I'm excited to meet new people and participate in new activities and service opportunities.

What are your hobbies?
| like working on small engines, doing overall mechanical work, and spending time outside working with
my hands.

What was your favorite class in high school?
AP Literature and composition because my teacher made it really enjoyable and class discussions were
interesting. | also did a large term paper on Brideshead Revisited which was very fulfilling.

What one tip about the college application process would you share with school seniors and/or
their parents?

Be resourceful: you can often reuse or cut up essays to fit in with different college applications. Also make
sure to have others by your side to peer edit essays.



Name: DeAnna Capaldi

School: Saint Joseph’s University
Hometown: Philadelphia, PA
Major: Neuroscience

DeAnna, a 2023 graduate of Ss. John Neumann and Maria Goretti High School in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, will attend Saint Joseph's University. She shared that she chose to enroll at Saint Joe's
because "The atmosphere at SJU was unlike another other and it was everything | could have ever wanted
all in one place. The morale of the students was extremely uplifting and the way students are involved in
the community inspired me."

At Saint Joseph's University, DeAnna will major in Neuroscience. When asked about her future plans, she
shared, "l plan to attend medical school after my undergraduate years to study neurology with intentions
to become a neurologist in order to help people who have suffered from brain injury and defects. One
specific aspect | would like to be involved in during my career is researching the long term affect of drugs
and alcohol on brain function and anatomy."

We asked DeAnna:

Why did you choose to attend a Catholic college/university?

| chose to attend a Catholic university to continue my 13 years of prior catholic education as well as to
continue to grow spiritually. The past few years have been extremely tough for me and | have really relied
on my spirituality to keep pushing through. The environment at the catholic universities | considered gave
me a special feeling that | did not receive at other non-religious universities.

What aspect of your college/university are you most excited about?

The amount of opportunities that will be available to me through SJU really excites me. | am eager to
experience specific classes for the topics that are interesting to me taught by professors who have such
intelligence and experience in this field.

What one tip about the college application process would you share with seniors or their parents?
Never pass up an opportunity to explore a new school / never judge a school by its cover because it might
just be the university you would be most happy at.

What is one fun fact about you?
| can do a back flip.



Name: Ella Griffin

School: Santa Clara University
Hometown: Seattle, WA

Major: Management Information Systems

Ella, a 2023 graduate of University Prep in Seattle, Washington, will attend Santa Clara University She
shared that multiple factors influenced her decision to enroll, including "a great business school, location,
and from what I've seen, community."

At Santa Clara, Ella will major in Management Information Systems, and shared that her future plans are
"to move back to Seattle after university to work in Information Systems or Marketing at Pinterest."

We asked Ella:

Why did you choose to attend a Catholic college/university?
| resonated with Santa Clara's core values of service to others, and educating the whole person.

What aspect of your college/university are you most excited about?
I'm most excited to have a more flexible academic schedule than in high school.

What was your favorite class in high school?
My favorite class was Short Fiction: Creative Writing.

What is one fun fact about you?
I've swam with manta rays in Hawaii.



Name: Gabrian Maldonado
School: University of Dallas

Hometown: Sugar Land, TX
Major: Politics

A 2023 graduate of Strake Jesuit in Texas, Gabrian will attend University of Dallas. When asked about his
decision to enroll, he shared "University of Dallas’ yearn to not only grow each student intellectually but
also spiritually is something that | loved about the school."

As a student at University of Dallas, Gabrian will major in Politics which will help him achieve his goal of
attending law school after graduation.

We asked Gabrian:

Why did you choose to attend a Catholic college/university?
My catholic faith is a big part of my life, if not the biggest. The Eucharist is where | find peace and comfort
and UD helped me understand that Christ is in my life through good and bad.

What aspect of your college/university are you most excited about?
Aside from my ability to grow in faith, | have the opportunity to play baseball at UD.

What one tip about the college application process would you share with high school seniors
and/or their parents?

Start early and stay organized. Listen to your parents and have faith that God will put you in the correct
place.

What advice would you share with high school seniors as they begin their senior year?
Make memories with friends and cherish the times you have with loved ones, you won't realize what you
had until you don’'t have it anymore.

What is one fun fact about you?
| am really good at a Stewie Griffin impression.



Name: Gianna Bilotta
School: Emmanuel College
Hometown: Georgetown, KY
Major: Political Science

A 2023 graduate of Lexington Catholic High School in Kentucky, Gianna will attend Emmanuel College.
Gianna shared that she decided to enroll at Emmanuel because of its location and size.

At Emmanuel, Gianna will major in Political Science. After graduation, she plans to attend law school.
We asked Gianna:

Why did you choose to attend a Catholic college/university?
| have gone to Catholic school since third grade and feel very comfortable in the community.

What are your hobbies?
Working out, reading, baking, and listening to music.

What one tip about the college application process would you share with seniors or their parents?
Don't make your college application list too long/ unrealistic. Choosing schools to apply to after touring
instead of before helps.

What is one fun fact about you?
| used to competitively tap dance.



Name: Jackson Dooley
School: Marquette University
Hometown: Milwaukee, WI
Major: Business

A 2023 graduate of Marquette University High School in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Jackson will attend
Marquette University. He says he ultimately chose Marquette "because a degree from there is highly
looked upon and the great alumni connections."

At Marquette, Jackson will major in Business. He is currently undecided about his plans after graduation,
but says he is "open to anything."

We asked Jackson:

Why did you chose to attend a Catholic college/university?
Going to a Catholic high school, | realized how important religious life is.

What aspect of your college/university are you most excited about?
I'm excited to meet new people.

What advice would you share with soon-to-be high school seniors as they begin their senior year?
Don't stress too much; everything comes together eventually.



o Name: Jacob Smith

; ' School: Saint Michael's College
| ** Hometown: Hopedale, MA

{ 3-; } 'i;.?-;. Major: Business Administration

A 2023 graduate of Hopedale Jr/Sr High School in Hopedale, Massachusetts, Jacob will attend Saint
Michael's College. Many factors played a part in his decision to enroll, including "campus, class offerings,
and the opportunity to play baseball."

As a student at Saint Michael's, Jacob plans to major in Business Administration and after graduation,
hopes to work at a company that makes baseball equipment.

We asked Jacob:

Why did you choose to attend a Catholic college/university?
| really liked the feeling on campus and the administration and coaches all seemed to really care about the
students.

What aspect of your college/university are you most excited about?
| am most excited to be able to continue to play baseball and to meet new people.

What are your hobbies?
Besides playing baseball, | enjoy playing the guitar and woodworking.

What one tip about the college application process would you share with seniors or their parents?
It will be stressful, but try to enjoy it.



Name: JP Marhefka

School: Santa Clara University
Hometown: Stowe, VT

Major: Computer Science Engineering

A 2023 graduate of Stowe High School in Vermont, JP will attend Santa Clara University. He shared that
multiple factors played a part in his decision to enroll at Santa Clara, including "the values and community,
as well as the programs offered."

As a student at Santa Clara, JP will major in Computer Science Engineering with plans to a pursue a career
in software engineering.

We asked JP:

Why did you choose to attend a Catholic college/university?
| really liked the welcoming feeling of the campus and all of the super nice people within it.

What aspect of your college/university are you most excited about?
The area the campus is located in, and meeting new people.

What advice would you share with high school seniors as they begin their senior year?
Have as much fun with your friends as possible, and finish the school year strong.

What is one fun fact about you?
| have over a million vertical feet skied at our local mountain (Stowe Mountain Resort).



Name: Luis Rafael Lopez

School: University of Notre Dame
Hometown: Panama City, Panama
Major: Pre-Med

A 2023 graduate of Academia Interamericana de Panama, Luis will attend University of Notre Dame. Many
factors influenced his decision to enroll at Notre Dame, including "the sense of family and belonging at
Notre Dame; and it is my mother's alma mater."

Luis will major in Pre-Med at Notre Dame and with plans to attend medical school after graduation to
become a physician.

We asked Luis:

Why did you choose to attend a Catholic college/university?
| have a deep appreciation for my values as a Catholic and with to keep practicing my faith.

What aspect of your college/university are you most excited about?
Meeting new people, learning more about the study of medicine, and growing as a person.

What advice would you share with soon-to-be high school seniors as they begin their senior year?
Hay mas tiempo que vida. (Take it easy and be patient).

What one tip about the college application process would you share with high school seniors
and/or their parents?

Play to your strengths, and let your college know why you stand out from all the others.



Name: Sarah Ciocco
School: Villanova University
Hometown: Aston, PA
Major: Nursing

Sarah, a 2023 graduate of Padua Academy in Pennsylvania, will attend Villanova University. She shared
that she chose to attend Villanova because "it has one of the best nursing programs in the country, and
because | liked that | would be able to continue my catholic education in college at this school. | also love
the campus and feel that Villanova has a very welcoming and encouraging environment. "

At Villanova, Sarah will pursue a Nursing major in order to achieve her plan "to to become an RN, and
possibly pursue travel nursing."

We asked Sarah:

Why did you choose to attend a Catholic college/university?

| chose to attend a Catholic university because | was raised in a Catholic family and have attended Catholic
schools since pre-school. Because of this, | feel that attending a Catholic university will help me feel more
at home and comfortable, with many resources and opportunities available for me to continue my
Catholic education and practice my faith.

What are your hobbies?
Surfing, playing the guitar, reading, painting, baking, listening to music, and spending time with friends
and family.

What one tip about the college application process would you share with seniors or their parents?
Start the applications early. Don't wait until the last minute to finish the essays and applications; it will only
cause more stress.

What aspect of your college/university are you most excited about?
| am most excited about entering the college of nursing, learning more about the medical field, and
beginning my career in medicine.



Name: Theresa Maska
School: University of Dallas
Hometown: Austin, TX
Major: Philosophy

Theresa, a 2023 graduate of St. Gemma's Homeschool, will attend University of Dallas. She shared that
many factors led her to enroll at University of Dallas. "l love that University of Dallas is an authentically
Catholic liberal arts college that also has a wide selection of majors. It is known for its rigor and is a small
school with professors who | can tell truly care about each of their students.

At University of Dallas, Theresa will major in Philosophy and has future plans to become a mental health
counselor.

We asked Theresa:

Why did you choose to attend a Catholic college/university?

| chose a faithfully Catholic school in order to be in a community that cares not just for each others minds
and hearts, but most importantly for each others souls. | want friends to go to daily mass with, teachers
that know the Truth, and an education that does not contradict the teachings of the Catholic Church.

What aspect of your college/university are you most excited about?
| am most excited to be a part of an authentically Catholic community.

What one tip about the college application process would you share with seniors or their parents?
It is understandably hard and stressful at times, but please remember that God has you in His hands no
matter the outcome.



Name: Thomas Jankowski
School: Villanova University
Hometown: Saratoga Springs, NY
Major: Economics

A 2023 graduate of Saratoga Springs High School in New York, Thomas will attend Villanova University. He
shared that he chose to attend Villanova for many factors, including, "my dad's side is from the area;
Villanova has very strong academics, | admire the school's core values, and the campus is filled with
amazing people."

As a student at Villanova, Thomas will pursue an Economics major. He is currently undecided about his
plans after graduation.

We asked Thomas:

Why did you choose to attend a Catholic college/university?
For the strong Catholic values that Villanova has of giving back and igniting change within the community.

What are your hobbies?
Biking, working out, traveling, reading, and discovering the world around me.

What one tip about the college application process would you share with seniors or their parents?

Start filling out the common app as soon as possible because once senior year starts it is tough to balance
both.

What is one fun fact about you?
| love to read.



Name: Zachary Lo

School: Santa Clara University
Hometown: Vancouver, Canada
Major: Business Accounting

A 2023 graduate of St. George's High School in Vancouver, Zachary will attend Santa Clara University.
Multiple factors influenced Zachary's decision to enroll, including SCU's location and size.

"I chose Santa Clara University because of the teacher to student ratio being so low. | love how it is in the
heart of Silicon Valley and has a great string of connections and opportunities. However, most importantly
| wanted to attend a school that was in line with my Christian values. "he shared.

At Santa Clara University, Zachary will pursue a major in Business Accounting.
We asked Zachary:

Why did you choose to attend a Catholic college/university?

This school is about is about educating the whole person—mind, body, and soul—and preparing students
to create a more just, humane, and sustainable world. | wanted the university | attend to prepare me to
launch me into the working world as well as strengthen my faith and values. | believe that a Jesuit College
will have systemic values and the teachers that believe in this Jesuit Belief which is what I'm looking
forward to see in my classes.

What aspect of your college/university are you most excited about?
Meeting new friends and joining various of clubs.

What advice would you share with with soon-to-be high school seniors as they begin their senior
year in the fall?

Enjoy high school as it will go by very quickly. Enjoy the stress of applying to college and writing your
applications. Enjoy hanging out with friends and taking advantage of building your network as this is your
last year in high school.

What is one fun fact about you?
I've been to over 20 countries!



Name: Arantza Martin del Campo Sanchez
School: University of San Diego

No photo available

Profile information unavailable.

Name: Charles Kensicki
School: Boston College

No photo available

Profile information unavailable.



