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2024 National CCAA First-Year Scholarship Recipients

The National CCAA First-Year Scholarship is awarded to college-bound high school seniors from various geographic
regions who will attend one of the National CCAA member institutions in the fall. For Fall 2024, the National CCAA
awarded 16 one-time $1,000 awards. This year's scholarship recipients hail from across the United States, Mexico,
and Czech Republic.

We asked each scholarship winner a few questions to learn more about them. Here are their responses to those
questions:

Name: Andre Mejia Roa

School: University of San Diego

Hometown: Mexicali, Baja California, Mexico
Major: Finance

A 2024 graduate of Vincent Memorial Catholic High School, Andre will attend University of San Diego. He
shared that he ultimately chose USD because of its small size.

Andre will pursue a Finance major at University of San Diego. After graduation, he hopes to start his own
business.

We asked Andre:

Why did you choose to attend a Catholic college/university?
| chose a Catholic University because | grew up in Catholic Schools.

What aspect of your college/university are you most excited about?
The people that | will meet and the fun activities.

What are your hobbies?
Playing video games, hanging out with friends, reading, and going to the gym.

What one tip about the college application process would you share with school seniors and/or
their parents?
To not let everything wait until the last minute and be realistic with where you are applying.



Name: Alexandra Lavigne
School: Villanova University
Hometown: Wilmington, MA
Major: Biochemistry

A 2024 graduate of The Governor's Academy, Alexandra will attend Villanova University. Many factors
played a part in her decision to enroll. She shared, "l loved Villanova's size and location. This is what drew
me in at first, however, what | really loved about Villanova was the community feel | felt when | walked
around campus during my tour."

As a student at Villanova University, Alexandra will major in Biochemistry with plans to attend dental
school after graduation to ultimately achieve her goal of becoming an orthodontist.

We asked Alexandra:

Why did you choose to attend a Catholic college/university?

| liked how it has a focus and goal while learning which is very important. Having a shared underlying
belief really brings the community together which | really like.

What aspect of your college/university are you most excited about?

| am excited to explore a new city and meet new friends.

What advice would you share with soon-to-be high school seniors as they begin their senior year?

| would say take everything day-by-day and try not to stress too much about colleges. Everything happens
for a reason and you will end up where you are supposed to. Another piece of advice | would give is that
enjoy your time with you friends and classmates because the end comes quick, too quick, so don't have
any regrets and have fun.

What is one fun fact about you?
| love to cook and | have been cooking with my mom and grandmother since | was 5 years old.



Name: Annika Akiona

School: Saint Martin's University
Hometown: Kent, WA

Major: English or Political Science
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Annika, a 2024 graduate of Kentwood High School in Covington, Washington, will attend Saint Martin's
University. She shared that she chose to enroll at Saint Martin's because "l love the campus and the
community at Saint Martin’s. Everyone is very positive and willing to offer help in any way they can!"

At Saint Martin's University, Annika will major in English or Political Science. When asked about her future
plans, she shared, "l plan to become a journalist focusing on uplifting the voices of people within
marginalized communities."

We asked Annika:

Why did you choose to attend a Catholic college/university?
| chose to attend Saint Martin’s because of the people, alongside their core values. Everyone has been
incredibly welcoming and helped to create a safe space where | feel | can succeed.

What aspect of your college/university are you most excited about?
I'm most excited to play soccer for Saint Martin’s!

What one tip about the college application process would you share with seniors or their parents?
Find the school that's the best fit for YOU, not anyone else. It's your journey. Do what makes you happy.

What is one fun fact about you?
| was voted most inspirational for my high school soccer team.



Name: Carly Chase

School: Creighton University
Hometown: Papillion, NE
Major: Graphic Design
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Carly, a 2024 graduate of Daniel J. Gross High School in Bellevue, Nebraska, will attend Creighton
University She shared that multiple factors influenced her decision to enroll, including "the
atmosphere/community and their programs."

At Creighton, Carly will major in Graphic Design, and shared that her future plans are "to work in a small to
mid-sized company as graphic designer or brand manager. I'd love to work in social media too."

We asked Carly:

Why did you choose to attend a Catholic college/university?
| choose to attend a Catholic university because of the familiarity of a Catholic community since | was
raised Catholic and have gone to Catholic school all my life.

What aspect of your college/university are you most excited about?
I'm most excited about the opportunities to get involved whether it be in a club or in service. I'm also
super excited about getting to take Graphic Design classes.

What was your favorite class in high school?
My favorite class was either English or yearbook.

What advice would you share with soon-to-be high school seniors as they begin their senior year?
The best advice | would give to soon-to-be high school students is that even though you should try your
hardest to figure your plans as soon as you can, the right path will find you eventually, even if you feel like
you're falling behind. So, have faith in God's plan even if it the process is overwhelming.



Name: Gracie Plecha
School: University of Dallas
Hometown: Cleveland, OH
Major: Theology

A 2024 graduate of The Lyceum in South Euclid, Ohio, Gracie will attend University of Dallas. When asked
about her decision to enroll, she shared "I chose to attend the University of Dallas for their extensive Core
and liberal arts curriculum! | know it is the best foundation of education as it strengthens each student as
a whole person. | believe that this is the thing that sets the University of Dallas apart from many of the
other Catholic colleges in the country!"

As a student at University of Dallas, Gracie will major in Theology, which will help her achieve her future
goal "to help influence Catholic dioceses to use classical, liberal arts curricula in their schools, whether that
is in teaching or some administrative position."

We asked Gracie:

Why did you choose to attend a Catholic college/university?

My Catholic faith is wholly important to me. My parents have always sent me to Catholic school, but |
began to take my faith as my own in 2019. After that point, | truly began to realize how important it is to
pursue the True, Good, and Beautiful. | wanted to know, love, and serve God with everything | had. | have
learned of the importance of faithful Catholic community and strong Catholic education!

What aspect of your college/university are you most excited about?

| am excited to have so many more people in my class! My graduating class in high school is comprised of
eight people and the largest grade | have been a part of at any school | have attended is 75. | am excited to
be able to branch out and learn among people of so many different backgrounds and opinions! | can't wait
to see how it challenges my learning and helps me to grow!

What one tip about the college application process would you share with high school seniors
and/or their parents?

Surrender it all to God. There is a lot of uncertainty in every step of the application process from waiting
for acceptances to opening financial aid packages. It is very easy to let yourself become anxious about the
future and what is coming next. But know that the Lord is working for you in all things! Offer it all up to
Him in prayer. His thoughts are above our thoughts and His ways above our ways. Our Lord wants what's
best for us!

What is one fun fact about you?
| really like vexillology (the study of flags)



Name: Jacob Alfieri

School: Duquesne University
Hometown: Irwin, PA

Major: Business Management

A 2024 graduate of Penn-Trafford High School in Harrison City, Pennsylvania, Jacob will attend Duquesne
University. He says he ultimately chose Duquesne because "l liked the campus. That was something that
was missing from all of the other fantastic schools that | toured. Duquesne’s campus and programs were
right for me."

At Duquesne, Jacob will major in Business Management with plans to become an independent financial
contractor or financial advisor after graduation.

We asked Jacob:

Why did you chose to attend a Catholic college/university?
My father went there. | wanted to be educated further on my spiritual beliefs.

What aspect of your college/university are you most excited about?
The education and the undivided attention | will receive from my smaller classes.

What advice would you share with soon-to-be high school seniors as they begin their senior year?
Do not stress out about it. It seems like it's a lot and it's hard, and don't get me wrong, it is a lot of work.
But, it is not hard work and it's nothing to worry about. You just have to stay on task and move forward
and make sure that you educate yourself enough to make a justified decision.



Name: Jillian Barth

School: Lewis University
Hometown: Pleasanton, CA
Major: Business Administration

A 2024 graduate of Foothill High School in San Jose, California, Jillian will attend Lewis University. Jillian
shared that she decided to enroll at Lewis because "l loved the atmosphere and the location. They have a
ton of resources that will help me succeed both academically and athletically."

At Lewis, Jillian will major in Business Administration. When asked about her future plans, she shared "I'd
like to be a sales manager like my sister, and coach soccer on the side."
We asked Jillian:

Why did you choose to attend a Catholic college/university?
To surround myself with like-minded Catholics.

What aspect of your college/university are you most excited about?
| am most excited to continue to play soccer in college.

What are your hobbies?

| enjoy playing soccer, lacrosse, and water polo. | also thoroughly enjoy giving back to my community
through volunteer work.

What one tip about the college application process would you share with seniors or their parents?
Get it done as early as possible and make sure to find a school that feels like home.

What is one fun fact about you?
I'm a twin!



Name: Kate Quashne
School: The Catholic University of America
Hometown: Wilmington, DE

A 2024 graduate of Ursuline Academy in Delaware, Kate will attend The Catholic University of America. She
shared that multiple factors played a part in her decision to enroll at CUA. "The Catholic University of
America offered the best opportunities. | am able to get a more in depth education through the
Cornerstone program, continue competing in athletics on the track team, volunteer internationally, and
obtain good internships due to its location in the nation’s capital.”

As a student at Catholic, Kate will major in Psychology with plans to work as a forensic or sports
psychologist after graduation.

We asked Kate:

Why did you choose to attend a Catholic college/university?
I've attended Catholic school since | was four and felt is was the best way to continue growing in my faith.

What aspect of your college/university are you most excited about?
I'm most excited to meet new people and explore a new city.

What advice would you share with high school seniors as they begin their senior year?
Be realistic with what you can handle. Don't overload yourself.

What is one fun fact about you?
| got to help vets care for a rhino in South Africa.



Name: Leah Logan

School: Holy Family University
Hometown: Bloomfield, NJ
Major: Nursing

A 2024 graduate of Abundant Life Academy in Nutley, New Jersey, Leah will attend Holy Family University.
She shared that many factors played a part in her decision to enroll. "During my college search, Holy
Family University's campus size, class options, and the opportunity to play volleyball made it the ideal fit.
The university demonstrated that it provides an environment in which | may grow and develop
academically, socially, and spiritually."

As a student at Holy Family, Leah plans to major in Nursing and after graduation, she hopes "to go to
medical school to become an anesthesiologist and give direct patient care to patients undergoing

surgery."
We asked Leah:

Why did you choose to attend a Catholic college/university?
Due to my wants of dedicating to Catholic principles of community service and social development.

What aspect of your college/university are you most excited about?
| am most excited about building new relationships and studying material that interests me.

What are your hobbies?
Playing volleyball, listening to music, reading, and spending time with friends and family.

What one tip about the college application process would you share with seniors or their parents?
Start as early as you can and stay organized.
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Name: Monserrat Segura
School: Dominican University
Hometown: Chicago, IL
Major: Pre-Dental

A 2024 graduate of Our Lady of Tepeyac High School in Chicago, Monserrat will attend Dominican
University. Many factors influenced her decision to enroll at Dominican. "l chose to attend Dominican
University for my undergraduate studies because of its strong reputation for preparing students for
dental school. Specifically, the university's pre-dental program has a high acceptance rate into dental
school, and | was impressed by the hands-on learning opportunities and small class sizes that would allow
me to get individualized attention from professors. Plus, the campus community is warm and welcoming,
which made me feel right at home!"

Monserrat will pursue a Pre-Dental major at Dominican and with plans to attend dental school after
graduation to become a pediatric dentist.

We asked Monserrat:

Why did you choose to attend a Catholic college/university?

| chose to attend a Catholic university because | value the strong sense of community and values-based
education that comes with it. The emphasis on faith, service, and social justice aligns with my own beliefs
and goals, and | believe that the moral guidance and support system provided by a Catholic institution
would help me grow both academically and personally.

What aspect of your college/university are you most excited about?
I'm most excited about the opportunity to participate in extracurricular activities and organizations that
align with my interests and career goals.

What advice would you share with soon-to-be high school seniors as they begin their senior year?
One important tip for the college application process is to start early, stay organized, and ensure that all
materials, including applications, essays, and letters of recommendation, are submitted on time.

What one tip about the college application process would you share with high school seniors
and/or their parents?

As you start your senior year, prioritize your time and energy by setting realistic goals, staying focused on
your academic and extracurricular commitments, and taking time to reflect on your values and interests
to ensure you're making intentional decisions about your post-graduation plans.



Name: Nam Ha

School: University of Dallas
Hometown: Grand Prairie, TX
Major: Biology and Theology

Nam, a 2024 graduate of Cistercian Preparatory School in Texas, will attend University of Dallas. He shared
that she chose to attend University of Dallas "for its core curriculum and its strong Catholic identity."

At UD, Nam will pursue majors in Biology and Theology and plans to attend medical school after
graduation.

We asked Nam:

Why did you choose to attend a Catholic college/university?
| wanted to go somewhere where | could live my faith to its fullest.

What are your hobbies?
Reading, biking, art, and sports.

What one tip about the college application process would you share with seniors or their parents?
Start early.

What aspect of your college/university are you most excited about?
| am most excited about the college experience.



Name: Sarah Hanssen

School: Duquesne University
Hometown: Saratoga Springs, NY
Major: Nursing
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Sarah, a 2024 graduate of La Salle Institute in New York, will attend Duquesne University. She shared that
many factors led her to enroll at Duquesne, "l liked what Duquesne had to offer and it is the perfect size
school for me."

At Duquesne, Sarah will major in Nursing and has future plans to become a travel nurse.

We asked Sarah:

Why did you choose to attend a Catholic college/university?
| grew up Catholic and graduated from a Catholic high school. | wanted to continue growing in my spiritual
life by attending a Catholic University.

What aspect of your college/university are you most excited about?
| am excited about a new environment and meeting new friends.

What one tip about the college application process would you share with seniors or their parents?
Do lots of research, visit when possible, and apply early.
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Name: Sofia Martini
School: Emmanuel College
Hometown: Lawrence, MA
Major: Economics

A 2024 graduate of Boston University Academy in Massachusetts, Sofia will attend Emmanuel College. She
shared that she chose to attend Emmanuel because "l love Emmanuel’s values."

As a student at Emmanuel, Sofia will pursue an Economics major. After graduation, she hopes to "become
a CFO, or maybe a CPA."

We asked Sofia:

Why did you choose to attend a Catholic college/university?
| was raised in a Catholic family, but the rules of religion were never enforced. | chose Emmanuel because
| loved the school's values, and | thought it would be a great opportunity to get closer to the faith.

What are your hobbies?
Photography, reading, and traveling

What one tip about the college application process would you share with seniors or their parents?
You will end up where you were meant to be. Don't stress about things that are out of your hands. The
most important thing is that you are yourself and believe in your success.

What is one fun fact about you?
I'm tri-lingual.



Name: Victoria Santacroce

School: The Catholic University of America
Hometown: Alexandria, VA

Major: Business

A 2024 graduate of Bishop Ireton High School in Virginia, Victoria will attend The Catholic University of
America. Multiple factors influenced Victoria's decision to enroll, "When | visited, | really admired the
student life and how engaging and friendly they were along with the faculty."

At Catholic, Victoria will pursue a major in Business and hopes to secure an internship on Capitol Hill in
the future.

We asked Victoria:

Why did you choose to attend a Catholic college/university?
Keeping my faith active was an important aspect | wanted to incorporate.

What aspect of your college/university are you most excited about?
I'm most excited about meeting new people and making new friends and memories.

What advice would you share with with soon-to-be high school seniors as they begin their senior
year in the fall?
To enjoy every memory you make since it is the last school year where everyone will be together.

What is one fun fact about you?
| went out of the country for the first time this summer.



Name: Isabel Jetton
School: Loyola University Chicago

No photo available

Profile information unavailable.

Name: Yarithza Martinez
School: Newman University

No photo available

Profile information unavailable.



